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Textbook used: Discover China, Student’s Book One (Unit 1-3) ISBN:978-0-230-40595-0 
Assessment (subject to circumstances): homework, speaking exam and a short presentation. 
 
Week Grammar content Topic-

vocabulary 
Skills practised Materials 

used 
1 The concepts of Pinyin 

(pronunciation) and the four 
tones; Hanzi (Chinese 
Characters); 
The radicals and the basic 
strokes 
The seven rules of stroke 
order 
Number 0-10 

A brief 
introduction to 
the Chinese 
Language 

Listening  
Speaking  
Reading 
Writing   

Tutor’s 
worksheets 
and 
textbook 

2 Yes-no questions with “ma
吗”; 
A sentence with an 
adjectival predicate; 
Days of the week 

Greetings Listening  
Speaking  
Reading 
Writing   

Tutor’s 
worksheets 
and 
textbook 

3 Word order in Chinese; 
Verbs:叫，姓，是; 
An interrogatives sentence 
using a question 
pronun“shén me什么”(what) 
or 
“nǎ哪”（which）; 
The conjunction“hé和”(and); 
The position of the 
adverb“dōu都” (all, both) 

Introduction 
Counties  
Nationalities 

Listening  
Speaking  
Reading 
Writing   

Tutor’s 
worksheets 
and 
textbook 

4 Word order in Chinese; 
Possesive practice的（de） 
Model verbs 会（huì） 

More countries 
and cities 

Listening  
Speaking  
Reading 
Writing   

Tutor’s 
worksheets 
and 
textbook 

5 Demonstrative pronouns 这
(zhè)/那(nà); 
Negation with不(bù) 
Number 11-100 
months 

Identifying 
objects; 
Asking simple 
questions 

Listening  
Speaking  
Reading 
Writing 

Tutor’s 
worksheets 
and 
textbook 

6 The position of the adverb  
“yě也”（also;too）; 
Pronouns as modifiers(+的) 

Occupations  
Family 
members 

Listening  
Speaking  
Reading 

Tutor’s 
worksheets 



Syllabus – Chinese (Beginner) 

Evening language courses 

International Education Institute 

 
2 
 

The University of St Andrews is a charity registered in Scotland, No: SC013532 

A sentence with 有(yǒu) 
Occupations; 
Family members 

Writing and 
textbook 

7 Model verb 想(xiǎng) 
Word order in Chinese 

Family 
members  
Education 

Listening  
Speaking  
Reading 
Writing 

Tutor’s 
worksheets 
and 
textbook 

8 Assessed presentation on 
My Family; time; more verbs 
and expression 

Time; 
everyday life; 
likes and 
dislikes 

Listening  
Speaking  
Reading 

Tutor’s 
worksheets 
and 
textbook 

9 Assessed presentation on 
My Family; more verbs and 
expressions 

Likes and 
dislikes 

Listening  
Speaking  
Reading 

Tutor’s 
worksheets 
and 
textbook 

10 Speaking exam 
Movie/tv show session 

Culture Listening  
Speaking  
Reading 
 

videos 

 

 

 


