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Transitions

A transition from using corpora as a tool
mainly for teaching vocabulary and
collocations

to teaching wider aspects academic writing
through the use of corpora



“Why should L2 [second language] learners learn to
use concordance information themselves? One reason
IS that no one can learn everything there is to know
about a language from being told; at some point, the
learning depends on observing how the language
works and drawing one’s own conclusions from
observations — this Is called data-driven learning.-

(Cobb, 2010 p. 16)



Beginning: word choice

Using some corpus materials
In the course of Academic vocabulary

IN one-to-one tutorials
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FREQUENCY OVERVIEW
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This is a perfect solution to a massive problem!
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Word choices

This is a perfeet solution to a

definitive
successful
effective
optimal
convincing
credible

mwassive problem!

Serious
severe
fundamental
major
extensive
widespread
acute



‘One criticism aimed at DDL 1s that 1t
1ignores the “big themes” of language
such as tenses’.

(Alex Boulton 2007)



Big theme: Stance
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Stance ‘refers to the language features writers
use to comment on their statements In order
to convey their attitudes, opinions and
degrees of commitment to what they say...’
(Hyland (2016).
It includes:

* hedges and boosters which increase or decrease
the strength of what you are saying;

- evaluative language (or attitude markers) and
* self-mention (Hyland, 2016).



mm Big theme: strength of claim

Solution
Strong Cautious
critical acceptable
convincing suitable
credible temporary
definitive tentative
successful workable
effective possible
optimal
perfect?




mm) Big theme: strength of claim

Perfect solution?

Academic General

ands. Rome clearly[never found a perfect SOLUTION]for this problem: eventually
practice,"{0f course there 13 no perfect SOLULLON. |1 had the easy choice of rer

nigration to Anericafseened TTke the perfoct SULUTION) Initially, nany of those sho e
he BFEA 1990, Tet the latter{is not a perfect SOLUTION Jince there are still aspects pr
though "best practice” fpeens Like the perfect SOLUTION, Jcompanies find it hard to inple

BAWE
ahroad, {None has found the perfect SOLUTION] but the debates on the

BNC Medicine



mm) Big theme: hedging, avoiding

overstatements

red by many Afro-American Literary scholars to be
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wentieth - century distinctions may not always
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part of Shetland which has besn expected to bear
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glamorous and productive period for Afro-
important and valued characteristic of hu
rational. It 1s essentially a matter of 1
fundamental element in religion. 2 sacrif
significant part of each complex sequence
interesting, but 1t 1g also the most diff
dramatic change in the history of mankind
economically active. Public - sector hous
noble character in the novel. Many writer
coherent position to hold. It does allow
fundamental control on the chemistry of s
fruitful. Freedom and Manipulability In t
sensitive instruments for understanding t

immediate soclal and economic changes rel

The most is hedged in academic writing by the use
of perhaps, even, among, probably, amongst,
arguably, would have been + appears in quotes



mm) Big theme: stance (boosters)

Frequencies of definitely in different corpora

Frequencies |Academic |Law BNC Academic |BAWE |Learner
per million abstracts |reports |Commerce | General student
definitely| O 4 V4 10 | 22 | 140

How can you explain these differences In

frequencies ?




mm) Big theme: stance (boosters)

Frequencies of definitely in different genres

[A] & British National Corpus (BNC) (§)

CONTEXT OVERVIEW

CHANGE TO HORIZONTAL CHART

(SSEE?LT;E{L_‘I%;?RA%?\JEETONS} FREQ | SIZE(M) | PERMIL |CLICKFOR CONTEXT (SEEALL)

SPOKEN 048 10.0 0515 | I
FICTION 805 15,8 3303 | .

MAGAZINE 301 7.3 5384 | I

NEWSPAPER 324 10.5 3096 |

NON-ACAD 214 16.5 1297 | .

ACADEMIC 122 15.3 7.96 |

MISC 405 20.8 1944 | IS

TOTAL 3,009 SEE ALL TOKENS




mmm) Big theme: stance (boosters)

Boosters: clearly

: to ask questions, material must be presented

ynditions. However, rarely are such rationales
10s2 at risk of myco - bacterial reactivation.

Lons which they might be sxpected to remember.

CLEARLY to facilitate
CLEARLY worked out or
CLEARLY, HIV infected
CLEARLY they did take incontinence s

understanding.
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individuals co

:¥pression was remarkably induced./This result

ing worse than the natural wvirus might result.
nore disorders than is the case. s results
dissase in unselected asthmatics.| The results
specific radioimmuncassay systems.] The results
worsens (~~ 2 =3¢.6&; p<0.0001). zse results
ned to be macrophages (CDEE + ). zse results

CLEARLY indicates\ that the enhanced
CLERRLY, until thd4se gussticns are a
CLEARLY challenge
CLEARTY
CLEARTY

any notion that wo
show a high prevalence of oe
indicate fhat fasting gastri
CLEARLY show that|hiztal hernia

CLEARLY indicate gZhat in untreated,

is a

and malignant tumours. Excepticons to the rule
itic cancers in the pericd between screenings.
: sectioned by coloured tape, and sach section

stochemical analvsis of frozen tissue sections

CLrhnLT exist, however, and Fearon h
CLEARLY, only a percentage of lesion
CLEARLY headed (e.g. Introductory Co

CLEARLY shows the monoclonal nature

Why is clearly consistently used with results?



mm) Big theme: stance (boosters)

Boosters: clearly
British National Corpus (BNC) (§) * @

OVERVIEW

ON CLICK: | BJCONTEXT| @) TRANSLATE (AF) & GOOGLE [af IMAGE [E] PRON/VIDEO (1) BOOK

2 ] STUDY 8 1
3 O ACT 7 |
4 O CHILDREN 4 |

5 (] CASE 4 ]

6 O COURT 4 |

7 (] TEACHERS 4 |

8 (] DECISION 3 |

3 O GOVERNMENT 3 |

10 O INFORMATION 3 ]

11 O MATERIAL 3 |

12 (] POSITION 3 |

13 O POWER 3 ]

14 (] ROLE 3 |

15 (] SHOW 3 |

16 O STATE 3 |

17 O TEXT 3 ]

18 O TITLE 3 |



Big theme: Argumentation



mmm) Big theme: common patterns in
Introducing the research gap - tenses + word
choice + evaluative language + prepositions

of the printed word : " a field where

ms were addressed . In the first place , since

yean children in British schools |, [remarkably

curriculum is to be based on research 7 Very

'mography of the developed world Jrelatively

ame group of pupils on different occasions .
. carried out at dispersed homes . However ,
vely small quantity of imported wares . Very

‘that has attracted the most attention . Very

r less easily . As she points out J Remarkably

round for close on two hundred years , very
1ore likely . # Improving co-operation # Very

elping children adjust to parental epilepsy #

1ssion in the labour market . Yet |surprisingly

n draw on this experience in their teaching ,
they would be best advised to consult . Very
1en relapse after coming under stress . Very
2spite the Gulfs long history of il pollution ,

. For example , Spears ( 1982 ) states that
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little

research
research
research
research
research
research
research
research
research
research
research
research
research
research
research
research
research
research

research

lhad |been| |done| . " (Locke 1974:"121)

|had\ |taken\ |place\ outside London, we chose to investigate a

|has| |actua||y| ‘been| done to study the linguistic behaviour of

lhas |peen| |carried Jout orfteaching methods and the effectiveness

|has| |been\ |carried\ out in relation to the corresponding (i.e.

lhas| [peen| |carried|[out orconsistency of performance on similar

|has| |been‘ |carried‘ out on the quantities of wood required . An

|has| |been‘ |carried‘ out on domestic wares and it remains far from

|has| |been‘ |carried‘ out on the functions of domestic pottery ; there

|has| |been\ |carried\ out on the question of how these filters operate

|has| |been‘ |carried‘ out either to attempt to understand how it works

|has| |been\ |conducted\ to discover how the barriers to effective

|has| |been‘ |c0nducted‘ the needs of children who have a parent
|has| |been\ |conducted\| into lhe subject, at least in Britain .

|has| |been‘ |done‘ the area . Using techniques developed during an

|has| |been‘ |d0ne‘ the literature guides and only one on their

|has| |been‘ |d0ne‘ its cause among adolescents and adults . As

|has| |been\ |done\ on the long-term impact on marine life there .

|has| |been‘ |done‘ on the cost of rehabilitation of severely eroded




mm) Big theme: Patterns of introducing
research problem

ect causal interaction between them. however, the PROBLEM is that, if this is true, there is nothing
friend, Claudianus Mamertus. Again, however, the PROBLEM is a matter of style as much as one of sub
ve science" - in the current jargon. howevey, the PROBLEM at the cognisance level is to describe how
al languages, however, were a special and limited PROBLENM. Except to some extent in the Habsburg ter
ot universal and unchangeable. There is however a PROBLEM, if one is trying to do both these things
ies by housing associations. however, the central PROBLEM remains - cities may have lost segments of
initial hypotheses. There is, however, always the PROBLEM of knowing whether the fault in the mediat
h such programmes there is, however, a persistent PROBLEM of renewal of connection with the classroo
pes of birth control. however, the overpopulation PROBLEM remains today, with the United Nations pre
To the anthropologist however the myth provides a PROBLEM of meaning because in the context from whi
arded as problematic. It is, however, largely our PROBLEM, rather than that of many societies which
ormance. howevey, it is in reading that the major PROBLEM of achievement lies. Reading and writing a
from standard English"). There is, however, some PROBLEM in this last comparison, since family inco
howevey, while this tells us how not to solve the PROBLEM, it is less clear what positive steps we a
sm and the victory of individualism. however, the PROBLEM can by no means be so readily dismissed. A
fruitful. There remains, however, an interesting PROBLEM of definition. In the case of processes, t
s can have a merely cosmetic effect, however. The PROBLEM is that egalitarian feminist method, like
ng them as a social problem. however, the way the PROBLEM has been constructed and made the subject
many children. however, it does highlight a major PROBLEM that we have so far not considered - some
iminal tendencies. Sometimes, however, there is a PROBLEM in distinguishing "learning" theories beca
criminology. however, this hardly helps with the PROBLEM of retributive justice, of which Beccaria
increasing importance. At this time, howeveyr, the PROBLEM was almost certainly one of finding outlet



mmm) Big theme: Supporting claims, giving

reasons

stival as the basilinna, Apollodorus suggests the
the group was everybody's motivation to work. The
f the philosophy of science. I have discussed the
e observed. because of this, Hume claims that thes

not seem to be any audio feedback. This can be a
ble 11, we could conclude that Amersham does have
ant for the study of women, because it solves the
ocus-on-form, which can arise either because of a

the latter circumstance is seen by many DCs as a
oning initiatives just because they are new. This
was an important topic because "the
behaving in this way would not be a

or Nietzsche,

Guardian not
m of unrepresentativeness appears to be less of a

always clear what the root cause of a particular
ed meant that reform was slow-going. Maybe a main
d enforced by all Member States." This 1s a largs
ges to ignore inductive inference. For Popper the

should be a gquestion as "do we need to solve ths

PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
FROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM
PROBLEM

was not that she was an alien, but because
seemed to occur because it could never be
of demarcation in some detail because I be
of justification is actually the problem o

because if you set the times there is noth

in credit control procedures pecause the a
of centuries of ignoring women in research
of communication or because of the occurre

because they in their opinion they tend to

is known as 'strategic drift' as shown by
of the value of pity conjures up doubt, mi
for Plato, because he would be able to pro
in "Women Drug Users " because the lives o
was. This was becauss of the fluctuating s
was never to be discovered, maybe because
for the environment globally both hegauss
of induction need not be solved because th
of induction?" because to ask whether indu

‘PROFCORP, 95% of the tokens for problem (39 of 41) fall into a
causal category whereas in STUCORP only 32% of the tokens (150
of 473) occur 1n a causal relation’. Flowerdew (2003: 499).



mm) Big theme: Supporting claims, giving

reasons

. guestions 1n thelir entirety.
ed by feminist psychologists.
ore than 5 - 10 per cent, and
- open about what he 1s doing.
occurring rhizobial bacteria.
ety in periods of transition.
from an expression. Sometimes
. the client though, at times,
eality 1s at best secondary).
you are not a brain in a vat.
ple enjoy what they want, and
ost the national economy, and
nner areas was about 5 acres.
ect and designed environment.
op) But

ction 1is, Who sent the virus?

would have been long.
triarchal relations. Howsver,
gists and to achieve success.
n has been much more limited.
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n's particular peoint of view,
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partly because, for reascons to be discusse

partly because, like most psychologists, t
apparently because of the much greater eff
both because of the moral principle involw

chiefly because ths soya bean and its natu

crucial because Marx was to go on to argus
desirable because The exXpression sSeems awk
difficult because he has to approach someo
disturbing because 1t challsnges the appea
false because if you were a brain in a vat
it encouragss consumptlo

important because

important because it helps people enjoy wh

important becausze specific mechanisms have

important becausze the differences relate ©

incorrect because the" Although.. process

instructive because it shows how an explan
insufficient because by itself it doess not
largely because of diversions in their car
mainly becauze this account of the mechani
misleading because counselling is more tha

mistaken because 1t ignores the rocle plave



mmm) Big theme: Patterns of counter-

argumentation

« Counter-argument: One could argue that

» Rebuttal of the counter-argument
* Restatement of own argument

ONE COULD ARGUE that at a Time when the prospects

ONE COULD ARGUE that humanities scholars undserstan

ONE COULD ARGUE that I and Thou automatically impl

ONE COULD ARGUE that it is necessary for socicling

ONE COULD ARGUE that such a strong assumption of u

ONE COULD ARGUE that such complaints constitute so

ONE COULD ARGUE that the philosopher's thought for

ONE CQOULD ARGUE that the one couldfargue
ONE COULD ARGUE that the . -

ONE COULD ARGUE that_jﬁhcamplalnts constitute some
ONE COULD ARGUE that WordsBileBellh-Reale) U}

1]

9]

4

CONE LD ARGUE then, th

Bone could arqueKETTIETEN

strong assumption of
nderlying mechanism is onl
the normal situation in the
sciences: one that allows
experimental, as opposed to

philosophical, work to

N
0
0
1
0
[+ R

True enough but, as I shall
argue below, AI is not an
experimental science but an

engineering technique or, if

this argument: undoubtedly

There is no reason to refute

this is a sentiment seemingly

shared by many Shetlanders.




mmm) Big theme: Patterns of counter-
argumentation
Counter-argument: Some critics claim that

Rebuttal of the counter-argument
Restatement of own argument

about the lax stock-taking procedures for plutonium . | Some critics  (claim| [that| up to two tonnes of the element has' gone

is not a doctor or even a trained nutritionist . = Some critics  (claim| [that| his diets are high in cholesterol and could cause

management systems are presentational devices , as = some critics  [claim J by assessing the extent to which management work and

inthe photos, and it 's no wonder that | some critics  (describe| [the| Wark as homoerotic . Much to the artists ' chagrin

brains . They become family . Perhaps this is why = some critics ~ develop @ faintly patronising tone towards their subjects .

It seems wrong , therefore, to suggest , as = some cr@g that the Lake District avoided the worst distresses . While

It seems wrong, therefore, to suggest, as'some critics do, that the Lake
District avoided the worst distresses. While enclosure came later to
the Lake District than the southern parts of England, there is plenty of
evidence of rural depopulation in the later years of the eighteenth
century. This was because the system of land tenure was remarkably
different from other areas ...




mmm) Big theme: Recurrent patterns in
results

presenting

In which examples authors:

1. highlight the significance of
the results

2. compare their results with
previous research

3. emphasise the novelty and
contribution of their
research

4. suggest treating results with
caution

THE RESULTS
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agree with Bellugi's interpretations, thoug
are as satisfactery as those obtained with
are initial and tentative. Although concept

are reliasble, and representative of a much

are ropbust to controlling foxr alternative g
are still far from decisive. But it gqQuickly

are too varied to allow generalization. The
are very impressive: there is obviously a r
are very similar, using similar psychometri
are widely divergent. Picasso's paintings a
challenge accepted Australian approaches to
challenge current concepts o Gelechicidea,
confirm the hypothesis of this study that t

confirm the validity ¢f using stable isoto

'3

converge to the known values based on a New
do not confirm their cenclusion. Chserwvers,

encouraging, even with no differences in t

n

ot
.

should provide a better understanding of
show significant relationships between rele

supported previous workx conducted by Pate,

TS tend to agree with Mandler and Jchnson (1877)
S were gratifying. The style of the élite was

ITHE RESULTS were highly productive and the basic laws ¢



My transition

From
using corpora as a tool to teach vocabulary
to

using corpus searches to raise students awareness of a
‘bigger picture’:

* Elements of academic style

« Stance, e.g., strength of claim, using hedging and
boosters

« Joining the use of tenses and the purpose of writing

« Argumentation: supporting claims, introducing the
research gap or problem, giving reasons, using counter-
argumentation, framing results



My transition

From
using corpus materials in a course of
Academic vocabulary and occasionally in tutorials

to
* teaching a course Academic writing with corpora
(Beginners and Advanced)

* and using corpus materials in
Literature reviews

Writing introduction

Writing abstracts

Writing about methods

Describing visual data

Tenses and passive voice in academic writing



Academic Writing
with Corpora

A resource book for data-driven learning

Tatyana Karpenko-Seccombe




Thank you
Have you got any questions?

Tatyana Karpenko-Seccombe
Huddersfield University
t.karpenko-seccombe@hud.ac.uk
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