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What do you write?



Genre makes a difference

“Write an estate-agent’s listing for your flat or dormitory 
room.”

“Write an email to the Curriculum Committee comparing your 
experience with print textbooks and e-books.”



Writing is transitive

just write

something someone some purpose

genres



Understanding Genre



Teaching Genres



Theory to practice

Teaching/Learning Cycle



Jenny Bixby & Nigel Caplan, Inside Writing 2 (Oxford, 2014)



Deconstruction: Product Review

Stage Purpose Language

Title Attract attention Not a sentence

Context Establish ethos Present perfect verbs
Use of “I”

Description Inform readers Adjectives
Present tense verbs
Coordinating conjunctions

Evaluations Express opinions Evaluative language
Relative (adjective) clauses

Supporting Reasons Persuade readers Subordinating conjunctions

Recommendation
and stars

Call to action Adverbs
Modal verbs



Teaching/Learning Cycle



Joint Construction (Collaborative Writing)

6. Whole-class Joint Construction



Why do Collaborative Writing?



Let’s write a product review!



What happens during Joint Construction?

(Caplan, 2017; Dreyfus, Humphrey, & McNaught, 2008)



Teaching/Learning Cycle



Independent Writing: Genre-Based Assignments



From Mode to Genre

Rhetorical Mode Genres

Description Company profile
Observation report
Information pamphlet
Architecture review

Narrative Personal narrative
Research paper (methods section)
Movie synopsis 

Argument Fundraising letter
Business proposal
Argument essay (thesis-driven)
Discussion
Challenge



Genres Across the Curriculum





Genres in your classroom

For each writing assignment, ask 
yourself:

Try the Teaching/Learning Cycle



In Summary …

GUIDANCE

THROUGH INTERACTION

IN THE CONTEXT OF SHARED EXPERIENCE





Thank you!

nacaplan@udel.edu
http://nigelteacher.wordpress.com 
@NigelESL

Spring Colloquium, Portland, Oregon (19 March)

Summer Institute, Monterey, California (7-10 June)

Directory, resources, and listserv

www.gradconsortium.org 


